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Education for What?

• Education for what? 

• And School is the vehicle for education, not for “ideology”

• Hong Kong – per government, education is for the formation of good citizens, which includes 
patriotic and supporting economic development of the territory

• For Christian education, formation of the human person and the global community is also 
essential



Education not Teaching

• Education is not only for teaching, which is narrowly understood for transmission 
of knowledge and preparation for examination (grade oriented)

• Education includes intellectual but also formation of the person, which 
incorporates intellectual, physical, psychological, social, and spiritual domains

• Intellectual formation cultivates in students their capacity to understand and 
appreciate the complexity and subtlety of the differences in related domains, e.g., 
morality and ethics, moral and faith development, assets development, religious 
belief and spiritual person



Schooling for Communal Learning

Schooling should provide the 
essential communal experiences for 

students, especially those coming 
from families of single child or two 

children, which in turn help them to 
grow up in society as agents of 

peace, reconciliation and resilience

Desirable communal experiences 
should include the learning of 

respect, active listening, empathy, 
dialogue, and discernment or 

decision-making in common. Not 
necessarily any forms of democracy



Schooling for Mutuality and Peace-making

Not so much on being competitive 
and winning over others. Winning 

over oneself while helping one 
another to win is more desirable

Besides that, the school 
community should also be a place 

for students to learn from their 
educators and peers about 

forgiveness, reconciliation, and 
peace-making



Positive Psychology and Growth Mindset

In order to cultivate resilience in students, 
it is helpful to focus on assets development 

and positive psychology. Traditional 
schooling too much focusing on correcting 
shortcomings or compensating liabilities 

rather than developing external and 
internal assets in students

https://searchinstitute.org/resources-
hub/developmental-assets-framework

Positive psychology and growth mindset 
help our students to grow up with 

positivity, hope and the cultivation of 
strengths, including celebrating failures. 
Fixed mindset focuses on good and bad, 
right or wrong, but does not encourage 

processes and plurality for growth
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Education a Sacred 
Service

• Education is a sacred service for the 
formation of humanity and human persons 
living in a world hungry for unity in plurality, 
healing and reconciliation, including the 
Creation, and a real hope for peace.

• The last thing that we need from education 
is the cultivation of domination and 
destructive competitiveness, especially 
when these are unsaid components of the 
hidden curriculum. 


